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EWING GREEN TEAM 
February 27, 2013 Minutes 

 
The January meeting of the Ewing Green Team was called to order by Peter Boughton at 7:04 p.m.   
Board members present: 
 
 
Pete Boughton Jennifer Keyes-Maloney 
Valorie Caffee (arrived late) Miguel Martinez 
Lisa Feldman Joe Mirabella 
John Hoegl Joanne Mullowney 
Mary Jane Leach Mark Wetherbee (arrived late) 

 

 
Guests present:  
Jade Green (Watershed Ambassador) 
Chelsea Sandmeyer (Bonner Scholar)  
David Ensminger 

Joe Murphy 
Kim Nickelson-Raike  
Richard Raike 
  

Absent Green Team Members:  

Tom Elder 

Jim McManimon 

Carl Benedetti Sr. 

SUMMARY 
The following were the major points covered during the meeting: 

 Changes in rules and operations and the leadership team.   

 Committee reports and actions on the Community Gardens, Green Fair, Anti-idling, Energy Efficiency, 
and Recycling. 

 New Business issues included staggered terms, possible nonprofit status, drafting a Ewing Master Plan, 
Earth Hour, Website concerns, Community Gardens request and point of order suggestions. 

 Visitor – Jade Green, Watershed Ambassador at AmeriCorps 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Pete introduced himself and briefly overviewed some changes the leadership team agreed upon (1) change to 

a more formal meeting model, (2) voting – by official members only.    He also introduced the six-member 

leadership team of three elected officers, Chair emeritus and two active members and explained that the team 

will meet monthly each 2nd Thursday to provide guidance and planning for the group as a whole and to help 

get Sustainable Jersey accreditation as soon as feasible. 
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ROLL CALL AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Joanne Mullowney called the roll.    She reminded attendees that Green Team members are asked to read the 

previous minutes on the website prior to attending the meeting.  She asked for any corrections or changes to 

the minutes.  Jennifer Keyes Maloney moved that the minutes be approved as written.  John Hoegl seconded.  

The minutes were approved by all attending members. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND DISCUSSION 

COMMUNITY GARDENS AND LOCAL FOOD 

Mary Jane Leach reported on the activities of the Community Gardens Committee.  Mary Jane Leach, Joanne 

Mullowney and Peter Boughton met with staff from the Public Works Department.  They mapped the 

expanded community gardens space that will approximately double the size of the existing garden.  The site is 

now ready for the Township to request 3 fencing quotes.  Jen Keyes-Maloney said that the requests for quotes 

have not gone out yet.  Mark Wetherbee said that he would be willing to contact Suburban Fence Company.  

He had a number of questions about the fence.  Does it need to be constructed from wooden posts or would 

metal posts be acceptable?  MJ said that the committee was not so concerned about the posts themselves, as 

being assured of the deer fence with the graduated size of the holes.  MJ asked Mark to speak to his contact at 

Suburban Fence.   

Joe Murphy said that he had reached out to the West Windsor Community Gardens about their experience 

and rules.  He had no response so far but would continue his efforts. 

Mary Jane reported what will be needed to qualify for points for this activity; a write up about the gardens in 

300 words, a qualitative assessment of the gardens this year and full documentation about meetings, and 

activities, all in one large document. 

GREEN FAIR 

John Hoegl reported that members of our Ewing Green Team have been working on Lawrence’s annual green 

fair.  Lawrence has been running the fair for six years and at the end of last year John pushed for a fair jointly 

run by municipalities in Mercer County.  Ewing is working with Sustainable Lawrence, the Lawrence Green 

Team, the Hopewell Green Team, and the Mercer County Office of Sustainability on this year’s fair.  It is called 

the Living Local Expo and will be held on March 23rd from 12 – 4 p.m.  In order to qualify for points from 

Sustainable Jersey we need to document that we are being fully active partners.    

John explained the fair set up.  There will be numerous small “green” vendors with tables.  He asked if anyone 

knew any local businesses who would qualify to be part of the fair.  If so, would Ewing Green Team members 

approach them to see about participating?  Tables cost $100.  Mark Wetherbee will ask Ewing Glass.  Joanne 

asked if the vendors have to be located in Mercer County.  It was determined that they could be asked as long 

as they do business in Mercer County.  John is splitting the list of auto dealers in the area looking for them to 

demonstrate their green cars and also sign up to be sponsors.  Sponsorships are sold in incremental amounts - 

$250, $500, $750 and $1000.  He got Capital Health to take a table and they may also be a sponsor.  He is also 

working on Frontier Airlines.  In addition, he is working on getting a radio interview for former Lawrence 
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Mayor Pam Mount with WKXW (101.5) to advertise the fair.  He agreed to send a list around to our members 

of who the food vendors are.  Jen Keyes Maloney and Mark Wetherbee were asked to publicize the fair to their 

Lions and Kiwanis members.  John will send them the press release. 

Joanne spoke about the Ask Your Neighbor corner.  We have a list of Ewing residents who have had energy 

efficient repairs and updates including projects such as solar panels done within the past couple of years.  The 

information comes from publicly available information of the rebates from BPU’s Mike Winka and Pete 

Boughton’s public records request for solar improvements done in Ewing.  The Neighbors Corner is a place 

where these residents can share their experiences with Green Fair attendees and so doing encourage them to 

do the same.    John said that Lawrence is approaching Lawrence residents via a mailed campaign and then 

following up with phone calls to encourage them to participate.  Joanne will send our mailing to Ewing 

residents by March 1.  She asked for volunteers to call the list of 60+ Ewing residents and businesses and ask 

them to participate in the Neighbors Corner beginning March 8.  Jen, Miguel, Pete and Lisa volunteered to 

make phone calls.   

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

Mark Wetherbee reported that he and John met a consultant from Tri-State Light and Energy, a certified 

vendor from New Jersey Board of Public Utilities’ Direct Install program.  The Direct Install Program offers 

various financial incentives, programs and services for NJ residents, business owners and local governments to 

save energy, money and the environment. (Program, 2013) (Direct Install, 2013). There are opportunities for 

Ewing Township and businesses in town to save up to 70 – 80% replacing old equipment with energy-efficient 

equipment and lighting systems.  Mark is will connect with Jim McManimon, the Mayor Bert Steinmann, 

Township Engineer Bob Mannix and Planner Chuck Latini (GM site) to promote this.  The opportunity will 

expire at the end of March so the Township would need to act very quickly.    Tri-State is a state approved 

vendor, part of the Smart Start program.  Pete asked Jen about the Township budget.  Jen stated that the 

Township is now operating under a temporary budget.  She said that this would be a capital improvement 

because of the size of expenditure, thus outside the 2% cap.   

MJ stated that there is a training program on the home page of SustainableJersey.com for energy monitoring.  

HEALTH AND WELLNESS COMMITTEE  

ANTI- IDLING INITIATIVE 

Pete Boughton reported that he, Joe Mirabella and John Hoegl drove around the township to determine where 

to concentrate efforts on the anti-idling campaign.  He learned that the NJ DEP awarded $10,000 grants for off-

hours investigation and Mercer County was a recipient.  Deena Holland at the County Health Department was 

spearheading this effort.  There was a meeting with County staff that Valorie Caffee, Pete Boughton, Joanne 

Povia (County Freeholder researcher and Env Comm Chair), Arti Sahni (Ewing health inspector and Env Comm 

Sec’y) and John Hoegl attended to determine how best to use the funds.  Valorie reported that the grant 

would target vehicles with diesel engines such as delivery vehicles because diesel fumes are the worst.  The 

County has a list of sites where there have been complaints and Ewing (with only TCNJ mentioned) will suggest 

addition or substitution.    

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/
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Pete announced that you must call 1-877- WARNDEP, a reporting hotline for idling violators.  Quickly report 

license plate number, make and model, location, and time and date.  The DEP then emails the County Health 

Dept. about the reported violation which then sends investigators in pairs. 

When determining target areas for the campaign we cannot target fast food lanes or drive thrus like 

pharmacies and banks.  They are exempted by statute (Title 39).   Buses are being retrofitted on a very slow 

roll out.  Retrofitted busses have a placard on the back that says they are using clean energy.  Mary Jane 

suggested that we target areas where both pedestrian and motor vehicle traffic is high as these people are the 

most likely to be affected.  We should research studies of similar high traffic areas. 

Our Bonner representative Chelsea Sandmeyer and Mary Jane Leach have a new approach for the anti-idling 

initiative.  The campaign will target the elementary schools to reach young kids.  The Bonners will come up 

with materials to hand out to the kids to take home.  TCNJ students will create a 1 – 2 minute topical video and 

ask teachers to show it in the classroom.   It will be posted to our website as well as on Facebook and perhaps 

YouTube and we will distribute it to the schools to put on Virtual Backpack, an eco-friendly method for 

distributing information to parents by the schools.  Jen suggested we plan an official campaign, Anti-Idling 

Month, and have an article placed in the Observer along with the other things we are doing.   

SIGNAGE  

Jen asked about having the Township make up signs.  Pete said only official signs are enforceable, but that Jim 

McManimon would be open to working on the signage.  Some questions came up about where to post the 

signs and did the schools already have any signs up.    People felt that there were no signs up at present and 

that they could be put up on the wall or on posts by the drives.  Pete asked Mary Jane if Chelsea could have 

some of the materials that will be distributed ready for the next leadership team meeting March 14.   

RECYCLING 

Lisa Feldman reported on recycling matters.  She met with Tom Elder to get an idea of what is going on in 

Ewing.  Then she met with Dan Napoleon from the MCIA to see how the Green Team can contribute to Ewing’s 

recycling efforts.  Residential participation is doing well, while business participation is problematic and needs 

to be increased.  Dan is going to coordinate a meeting with Tom, Dan’s assistant Michele Seiler and Lisa. 

Tom Elder is in charge of the Clean Communities Initiative.  He sent an email asking if we could discuss our 

coordinating the next Ewing shredding day, April 27th at Hollowbrook.  Lisa suggested make it an event, a green 

day for a clean-up of that area.  She also suggested using found objects for an art contest.   She further 

suggested we used the event to do fundraising; perhaps run a waterless car wash using Eco Touch products 

which are not toxic and safe and also conserve water. 

Lisa got additional contacts from Dan who could help where the Green Team do things like litter cleanups.  

AmeriCorps is running a cleanup of Assunpink Creek on March 9th from 9 – 12.  The MCIA will supply bags and 

gloves, and volunteers should meet at the bridge in Mill Hill Park in Trenton. 
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Mark suggested we push recycling with restaurants and businesses with food wastes.  Lisa reported that 

though not general knowledge yet, a program is in the works and the food recycling facility might be placed in 

Ewing.   Pete asked Lisa if she needed volunteers and asked attendees to sign on to help her. 

NEW BUSINESS   

STAGGERED TERMS 

Pete and the leadership wish to initiate staggered terms for Green Team members for continuity from one 

term to the next.  He will draft a resolution to stagger the terms to present to the Administration for placing 

before the Council.  He asked Jen for help in writing it and she agreed. 

NONPROFIT STATUS 

Pete asked about forming an exploratory group to investigate forming a 501(c) 3 group because we lack funds 

to carry out initiatives.  John mentioned that we got a $10k grant from Sustainable Jersey in 2010 and that 

$600 -800 had been left after the rain garden construction and rain barrel workshops were completed but the 

residual money was absorbed in the Township’s general funds.   

Mary Jane made a motion in support of forming the investigatory committee and Mark seconded it.   

Voting in favor were: Peter Boughton, Mary Jane Leach, Lisa Feldman, Joanne Mullowney, Mark Wetherbee, 

Joe Mirabella, Miguel Martinez, Jennifer Keyes-Maloney and Valerie Caffee. 

Voting against: John Hoegl   

The 501(c) 3 would need a board that works like a real board.   

Suggestions: 

 Mary Jane suggested that the leadership team take this on. 

 Find out what the requirements are 

 Determine what other Green Teams in the state are doing to raise funds.  

 Find funding alternatives. 

It was reported that Sustainable Lawrence was founded to be Lawrence’s fundraising arm.  It was formed to 

help the Lawrence Green Team get points and also get grants for projects.   

Jen would consider advising the task force. 

MASTER PLAN FOR EWING 

Pete mentioned that he would like us to work on a sustainability master plan for the town that would require 

extensive input from the community.  Lawrence did this well and it is an action item on Sustainable Jersey. 

EARTH HOUR 
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Jennifer Keyes-Maloney discussed the upcoming Earth Hour, a global initiative to switch lights off for an hour 

as a massive show of concern for the environment that will be held on March 23rd from 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  

She wondered if our group would be willing to participate and encourage the township to do likewise.  This is a 

Lights Off event where all non-essential lights are turned off for the hour in and around government buildings. 

It is a political statement about the environment.  There is a video worth seeing on the Earth Hour site 

http://www.earthhour.org. (Earth Hour, 2013) Chelsea reported that the TCNJ President’s Climate 

Commitment Committee and the Bonners tried to do this last year with only some success.  Jen asked if the 

Green Team wanted to explore this to recommend implementing it at Town Hall.  She volunteered to draft a 

resolution to see if the Township Council will pass it.  Again, we would need to create a quick campaign since 

there are only 3 weeks until March 23rd.  This would include putting it up on Facebook and the Green Team 

website.  Mary Jane suggested that we could integrate it with the Green Fair.   

Joanne Mullowney made a motion to go ahead with this initiative.  Joe Mirabella seconded it.  It was 

unanimously approved. 

AMERICORPS VISITOR ON STREAM CLEANUPS   

Jade Green, Watershed Ambassador at AmeriCorps, talked about what her group is doing.  There are two 

scheduled stream bank cleanups. 

1. Saturday, March 9th from 9 – 12 at Assunpink Creek in Mill Hill Park in Trenton.     

2. Friday, March 15th from 10 -12 at Warwick Park in Hamilton.   

Jade is also open to a Ewing stream site to clean up (for March or April).  She asked for potential locations.  She 

would co-ordinate and solicit volunteers.  Pete suggested Gold Run Creek as it drains the GM redevelopment 

site.  Dave Ensminger suggested the Shabakunk Creek branch passing under Pennington Ave at Olden Ave that 

runs behind Pete’s Steak House and behind the little park beside Wells Fargo and on to the side of Home 

Depot.   It was suggested that the passive park that is near the bank by Pete’s is a good site for a project and 

we should try to do something to improve it. 

Jade said the Watershed Program will be building a rain garden on the right side of Ewing High School.  She will 

be working with Jeremiah Bergstrom from Rutgers (who helped the Green Team with our rain garden and rain 

barrels projects) and the High School Environmental Club.  They will start planting in March.   

POINT OF ORDER SUGGESTION 

Joe Murphy suggested that the meeting agenda be posted at the door for each meeting with empty bullet 

points at the bottom giving people not on the agenda the ability to raise an issue at the end.  He suggested 

that it makes it easier to keep order and keep people on track “for the good of the order”.  He also suggested 

dealing with people who interrupt to keep the discussion on track by raising your hand while firmly stating 

“Focus” as a good way to interrupt the interrupters.  He also suggested putting suggestions/ comments/ 

questions in a "parking lot” until other business has been completed and there is time to take them up. 

WEBSITE 

http://www.earthhour.org/
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Joanne Mullowney requested action team leaders and members alike look at the website, in particular the 

parts that refer to their initiatives.  She asked they critique the content and suggest changes and 

improvements, add relevant links and more.  The expertise of the whole team will ensure appropriate content.   

MARCH 23RD
 – EWING COMMUNITY GARDENS SITE CLEAN-UP 

Joanne requested that Green Team member save their cardboard and newspapers (black and white only, no 

glossy pages) for the community garden site clean-up.  It can be put down under the mulch to suppress the 

weeds.  Members can bring their materials to the gardens that day.  Mary Jane also suggested that we set up 

drop off at our homes to collect the materials if people can’t bring them to the fields that day. 

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 
 

Joanne Mullowney, Secretary 
March 2, 2013    
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