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JULY 24, 2013 MINUTES 

LOCATION: EWING SENIOR AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

The July meeting of the Ewing Green Team was called to order by Peter Boughton at 7pm. 

PRESENT: 
Green Team members denoted with an asterisk *  

Carl Benedetti* 
Pete Boughton * 
Lisa Feldman * 
John Hoegl * 
Mary Jane Leach * 
Miguel Martinez* 
Joe Mirabella * 
Joanne Mullowney* 
Mark Wetherbee * 

Melody Bartolome 
Babie Calzado 
Dion Calzado 
Don Cox 
David Ensminger  
Joe Murphy 
JoAnn Povia 
Arti Sahni 
Dan Sigmans 

INTRODUCTION 
Peter Boughton called the meeting to order and asked if those present had read the minutes from the May 
meeting as posted on our website.  Since there were no comments or corrections the May 22nd minutes were 
approved unanimously with John Hoegl making the motion and Lisa Feldman seconding it. 
 
There were a number of guests attending the meeting.  They included Dan Sigmans from the Bonner Center at 
TCNJ and the Trenton Green Team.  He is also affiliated with AmeriCorps VISTA and Trenton Cycling 
Revolution.  Also attending were Dion and Babie Calzado and their daughter, Melody Bartolome.  They have a 
plot at the Ewing Community Gardens and came to speak about their gardening method. 

 
Pete talked about the Sustainable Jersey certification process.  He congratulated the members because we 
have 135 of the needed 150 points; however, we need to work on two priority actions in order to become 
certified this year.  We have two additional actions that need revising.  The two priority actions that need to be 
revised include the NRI (Natural Resource Inventory) and the Sustainable Land Use resolution.  The other two 
actions are the Complete Streets Program and the Community Forestry Plan and Canopy Goal.  Pete said that 
now that we had the reviewers’ comments he would send them around to the relevant parties.  Our plan is to 
concentrate on fixing the 2 required actions. 
 
Assuming we fix our actions and receive our certification which lasts three years, we now want to begin 
planning for the next three after that.  We will need to do some longer-term planning with input from the 
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Township's administrators and other stakeholders.  We have been operating in the past 
letting everyone pick their favorite categories and work on them, but this is not going to work for the next 
stage of SJ.  We need to work with the Mayor, the Council and Administration, as well as Chuck Latini, the 
municipal planner, for an approach which incorporates sustainability practices in the long term vision for the 
Township. 

GUESTS 
Dan Sigmans would like to work on a Trenton project, a trail workday.  This would be a collaborative effort 
between the Trenton Cycling Revolution and other groups with the Ewing Green Team.  Pete felt that 
additional work was needed on the 7-8 blocks inside Trenton on the trail.  Ewing Twp. has always provided 
good support for this type of activity within Twp boundaries.  Pete asked if Dan can get the Trenton Public 
Works Dept. to do the same.  He asked Dan to come up with a date and then we would recruit volunteers.  Dan 
would like it to be a Saturday; his program is called Second Saturdays.  He suggested the second Saturdays of 
August, October or November and November 9 was tentatively selected.  MJ suggested that we use Sign Up 
Genius a new online volunteer site to have members sign up for the event. 

RECYCLING COMMITTEE REPORT BY LISA FELDMAN 

Lisa reported on Ewing’s 2nd Shred Day of 2013 on July 20th.  It was a very hot and humid day.  As an added 
recycling bonus, Goodwill Industries was recruited by Lisa for the event.  Tom Elder reported that we shredded 
18,300 pounds of paper and there were 150 donations to Goodwill.   This was a very positive result. 

There were a number of negatives during the event however.  Unfortunately, the truck was filled by about 
10:30 and had to leave to empty and took an hour and a half until it returned.  Fortunately, Township Business 
Administrator Jim McManimon was there to explain to residents who were not that happy with the wait.  
Because of the backup, Lisa promised residents that if they left their papers, the Green Team would stay until 
everything was shredded.  She ended up staying until about 2:30.  In addition, Green Team member help was 
very limited and she was overwhelmed by the turnout and definitely needed more GT volunteers.  Only Joe 
Mirabella, Joanne Mullowney and Mark Wetherbee came out to help her.  It was suggested that we try our 
new account on Sign Up Genius to collect volunteers for the last Shred event of the year on Nov 30th also to be 
held at the municipal building.  Mark Wetherbee suggested in future using a more local company that would 
not have taken so long to empty and return. 

GARDEN COMMITTEE REPORT BY JOANNE MULLOWNEY 

The fence is up and the gardeners are pleased.  The gardeners’ monthly meeting was held at the gardens 
rather than the ESCC last week and formation of a governing body, constitution and bylaws presented for 
discussion.  Joanne asked Township employee Nevel Jones to mow the grass in the fallow field as per the 
gardener requests and Dave Ensminger reported that it had been done.   

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT BY JOANNE MULLOWNEY 
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NNO will be on Tuesday, August 6h from 6 – 8 p.m. at the ESCC.  This is an annual event 

sponsored by the police country wide.  We are going to run a general survey of the public to see which 

sustainability projects they feel are most important and that we should concentrate on.  Joanne would also like 

to distribute handouts and solicit pledges for our two pledge actions, anti-idling and grasscycling.  The GT also 

needs volunteers for that night.  By show of hands, the following people volunteered – Joanne, Pete, Arti, 

Miguel, John, and Melody.    JoAnn Povia said that the Environmental Commission may not get a table – the 

event does not work to their mission – but she would be willing to help out at the Green Team table.  We will 

send around the volunteer sign up form from Sign Up Genius.  Joanne reminded everyone to wear green. 

VISIONING AND ORGANIZATIONAL PLANNING BY MJ LEACH 
Mary Jane is the representative for the Ewing Green Team at the NJ Learns 

Cloud Institute participating in the Keystone Year program.   The NJ Learns 

Keystone Year is a 9-month introductory Education for Sustainability program. 

It provides participants with a transformative understanding of what 

sustainability is—and helps them to develop the knowledge, skills and tools to 

lead it and educate for it in their communities.  It is funded by the Dodge 

Foundation and the on-site sessions are held at Duke Farms in Hillsborough.  

Jaimie Cloud is the inspirational head of the Cloud Institute.  The training 

includes 5 on-site days, 2 in May, 2 in July and 1 in January.  Mary Jane has to 

do a project and report back at the January session.   

Mary Jane presented the group with a graph that presents a timeline for 

sustainability in Ewing.  Our goal is to get everyone on board with the mission.  

This includes getting the Township on board and also all of the major players and boards in town.  We all need 

to plan for Ewing’s sustainable future together.  This would include a visioning process to take place, hopefully, 

sometime in 2014.  Participating in a visioning process can earn Ewing points just for planning.  Community 

Visioning is worth 10 points, Action Plans that develop are worth another 10, and a written Vision Statement 

and Goals are worth another 5. 

She stated that the difference between the 150 points that we hope to attain this fall with a bronze 

certification and the 350 silver certification points that are possible is not just a lot of points, but a lot of 

organization.   

Steps along the way include increasing the capacity of our appointed Board.  Pete mentioned that the 

staggered terms for the Board have been approved by both Mayor and Council.  Next year’s Green Team 

members will have a mixture of 3, 2 and 1 year terms to provide greater stability and leadership for the board.    

FIGURE 1- SEE FULL SIZE IMAGE AT 

DOCUMENT END 
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MJ discussed recruiting new board members for the coming years based on skills and 

community connections.  Do we have sufficient diversity in our group for planning purposes?   

In order to increase the capability of the Board appointees we want to do formal training after the January 

installation of new members.  We want to come up with a common definition of sustainability, give 

background information, and come up with a picture of our community.  What is the community going to look 

like in the future given our challenges?  Joe Mirabella said that with the General Motors and Naval Air 

Propulsion site developments that are imminent, there will be lots of opportunities for the Green Team to 

have input from everything from energy efficiency to pathways, and more.   

JoAnn Povia stated that the town planner, Chuck Latini, has been very good about keeping the Ewing 

Environmental Commission (EEC) involved.  Dan Burk, a landscape architect, was involved with the GM site 

plan and provided recommendations to the Township for green building and design.   

The officers announced their intention to contact Chuck Latini as we move forward.  Our part will have to be 

integrated into the Master Plan to be eligible for points.   

2013 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY SMALL GRANTS FUNDING 

The availability of Small Grants for NJ Green Teams funded by Wal-Mart was announced.  There is a Twitter 

contest where a Tweet answering the question “What would an extra $1,000 mean to your Green Team?” is 

worth $1000.  The deadline is August 4th.   MJ was going to submit a tweet for that. 

Capacity building grants of $2000 are available as well as larger grants ranging from $10,000 to $50,000 (1).  It 

was suggested that we could definitely put this to good use for equipment.  Such equipment might include a 

portable projector, an easel, flip charts, website, constant contact, printing dollars, and more.  If we were to 

obtain such funding it would be great to see if we could get a closet at the ESCC to store them.  Don Cox also 

mentioned that he has a projector that he could loan out on occasion. 

Our visioning process would require a sizeable outlay of capital for which these grants would be ideal.  The 

facilitator, the facility, the equipment and supplies, food, etc, could easily run the $10,000.  Lori Bronstein from 

Cherry Hill would be a potential facilitator for our visioning.  Her fee was $3000 for 100 people for Haddonfield 

and she provided a written report.  Jo Ann Povia has done this kind of planning before and Pete has also 

participated in several. 

John Hoegl asked if there was a limit to the number of grants allowed per township.  It was stated that 

municipalities could apply for one of each type of grant.  There are 2 cycles.  The first has a deadline of August 

4th.  The second cycle will begin at the end of September after the recipients of the first cycle are announced. 

MJ, who is experience in grant writing, will write the grant request(s) with support from Pete and Joanne.   
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HOMEWORK FOR NEXT MEETING 
Write or research and bring a definition of sustainability.  Think about things that would make your life difficult 

if you didn’t have them, i.e. no gadgets.   

SUSTAINABLE IDEAS FROM THE MEMBERS 

 Pete Boughton - Improve construction efficiency 

 Don Cox - promote solar 

 Jo Ann Povia – promote a solar ordinance 

 Arti  Sahni – bicycling paths  - part of Complete Streets 

COMMENTS  
Don Cox mentioned that recycling in the township is not well carried out in a number of neighborhoods.  He 

wondered if people didn’t know that they can be fined.  We should think about doing a recycling demo at NNO 

and CommFest.  

Joe Murphy has been meeting with Principal Rodney Logan at the High School about a project for the gardens 

– building a shed and kiosk.  He would like MJ and Joanne to meet with him.  Joanne said that we will need to 

get approval before building a shed because the site is township land. 

Dion Calzado spoke about sustainability building for something bigger than himself – feeding the world using 

his surgical method of planting.   Green Team members can see his demonstration project at the community 

gardens.  Pictures are also available on the Community Gardens website. 

Jo Ann Povia spoke about the problem with the NRI that we submitted for sustainability credits to SJ.  She said 

that Lee Farnham is working to get an update to our NRI so that we can get credit for our work.  It was 

recommended that an Environmental Impact Study that was done for the airport might be a good source of 

data.  There was also a study of diesel exhaust done for the Transfer Station.  The TCNJ climate person, also a 

Jersey weather guru and teacher at Hunterdon Central High School would be another great resource. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 

Joanne Mullowney, Secretary 
 
 



EWING GREEN TEAM 
Working Towards Building a Sustainable Ewing 

 

Ewinggreenteam.wordpress.com                                                   Contact us: ewinggreenteam@gmail.com 
Monthly Meetings at Ewing Senior & Community Center, 999 Lower Ferry Rd, Ewing, NJ 08618, 4rd Wed. of 
each month 
 

P
ag

e6
 

 

Figure 1 
 

 


