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MARCH 2017 MINUTES 

LOCATION: EWING SENIOR AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

PRESENT 

Green Team members denoted with an asterisk *  

Malissa Arnold 

Evan Crumiller* 

Lisa Feldman* 
John Hoegl* 
Joanne Mullowney* 

Michael Nordquist* 
Mark Wetherbee* 
Cait Versella 

INTRODUCTION  

The March 22, 2017 meeting was called to order by Joanne Mullowney at 6:40.  Green Team members were asked to 

approve the February minutes as posted on our website and hot-linked within the meeting reminder email.   They were 

unanimously approved with no additions or corrections, Evan approved, Michael 2nd. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Mercer Green Fest was a success.  It is not a money maker, but is worth it for other purposes.  The EGT 

representatives spoke to many community members. 

Our next Environmental Insights Series will be a viewing of an Environmental documentary.  In May, Joe Mirabella will 

present an Introduction to Ecology. 

A Rain Barrel workshop with the Watershed is scheduled for June 3rd.  They hope to have 10 to 15 Rain Barrels and they 

are still working on details of getting the hardware.  It was suggested that we film the process for a how to YouTube 

video. 

There is an Eagle Scout Project on May 13 that would involve Scouts bagging groceries at ShopRite of Ewing in reusable 

bags, and distributing further information on green practices and recycling.  They reached out to EGT for possible 

assistance.  

ENVIRONMENTAL INSIGHTS SERIES PRESENTATION 
Professor Michael Nordquist, Director of the Center for Engaged Learning and Research at TCNJ and our Ewing Green 

Team Co-chair, spoke about Environmental Justice issues in our communities.  

Advocates for Environmental Justice attempt to ensure that no group of people bears a disproportionate share of the 

negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, governmental and commercial operations or policies.  
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The meaning of environmental justice includes that the more poverty in an area or population, 

the less power they have.  It can also include NIMBY. This is a recognized issue by the EPA. 

The EPA seeks to create environmental justice through fair treatment and meaningful investment with implementation 

and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies. They have a goal that all communities will enjoy the 

same degree of safety from environmental and health hazards and equal access to economic and safety opportunities.   

Equity vs. Justice- Equity would be- Poison the people equally. Justice would be- Stop poisoning the people! 

Concerns for Environmental Justice include facilities that produce toxic and hazardous materials and waste, and often 

result in racism, institutionalized and economic discrimination, and land right issues.  Many times these are unintentional 

results, but still happen frequently.  Issues like eminent domain play into land right issues, and there can be issues of 

indigenous people involved as well. 

In environmental justice one thinks about precaution, such as prevention rather than intervention- eliminating risk, not 

managing it. 

Examples of Federal, state and local issues were presented, including local responses to environmental contaminations 

and the results.  Examples included the old Magic Marker plant that caused low income housing to become contaminated, 

and had to be rebuilt as a consequence.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

ARTS 

There is a program on Creative Placemaking that we have been invited to in Newark.  We could possibly combine with the 

Arts Council for this. More details will be forthcoming. 

SUSTAINABLE BUSINESSES 

Evan expressed a need for a color printer to print his surveys.  He will connect with Megan about students and use of a 

printer.  More businesses are always needed.  Suggestions included Senior Star and Element Hotel.  Also, we may consider 

recognizing businesses that have made improvements- we can use public information such as the clerk’s office, Permit 

Office, Construction Office, Etc. to identify these improvements.  There was also more discussion of creating a new logo. 

COMMUNITY GARDENS  

The Gardens are underway, and they need a liaison.  They have no money, but need hoses and supplies.  There was also a 

question of letting go of the EGT plots. 

ENERGY  

The Direct Install project has a directional meeting next month, with Mark talking to restaurants, and Trenton Hardware.  

A possible action item could be the Energy Audits.  Evan suggested working with Direct Install as it coincides with Green 

Businesses.  It was also suggested that Gary is a small business owner that could utilize as a connection to other 

businesses.  
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NEIGHBORHOOD CAMPAIGN 

Preparations for the Garden Tour are underway.  We discussed creating a welcome booklet that has our community 

history, and resources. 

REPORTS FROM OTHER BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
• The township and mayor were not in favor of the 501(c) 3 proposal to create Sustainable Ewing, and the 

Environmental Commission was asked for input. It was suggested that Sustainable Princeton could present us more 

information on how they were established  

• Announcements 

• Right Tree, Right Place, Right Way Seminar to be offered on March 31
st

 about tree planting tips, the EAB, and 

ash tree re-use by the Hopewell Valley Arts Commission. – Free, please see 

http://njtreefoundation.org/2017/02/free-right-tree-right-place-seminar-3/, for more information. 

• Shred Day, April 22- Sign Up Genius will be sent for volunteers. 

• Clean up Day, April 23, Bonners at TCNJ 

• May 13th- Eagle Scout “Bag it” day at Ewing ShopRite 

• Arbor Day Celebration? 

• June 3rd- Rain Barrel Workshop with Watershed Ambassador, Andy Garcia. 

CONCLUSION 
The close of the meeting was announced at 8:35, motioned by Michael Nordquist, 2nd Evan Crumiller. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Malissa Arnold, Secretary 
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