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October 25, 2017 Minutes 

LOCATION: EWING SENIOR AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Malissa Arnold 
Lisa Feldman* 
John Hoegl* 
Alyssa Louis 
Garry Keel* 
Kylie King 
Karen Kissel 
Joanne Mullowney* 

Laurie Ruffenach 
Caroline Steward* 
Emma Strechenbein 
Bianca Torres 
Mark Wetherbee* 
3 Journalism Students from TCNJ 

INTRODUCTION 
The October 25, 2017 meeting was called to order by Joanne Mullowney at 7:05.  The September minutes as 

posted on our website and hot-linked within the meeting reminder email were approved with Mark 

Wetherbee moving and Garry Keel seconding approval.  They were unanimously approved with no additions or 

corrections. The planned presentation by Mr. Nettleton of the Ewing School System will be rescheduled. 

FEATURE PRESENTATION 
Joanne Mullowney gave a presentation that included recommendations for sustainable fall landscaping.   

Autumn is a time to recharge your yard; a time to decrease one’s carbon footprint. Chop leaves and they will 

quickly turn back into soil.  Leaf mulch provides moisture and, nourishment.  So allow your leaves to stay in 

beds during the winter to breakdown and improve the soil.  Mark Wetherbee also recommended using pine 

needles as mulch. 

We are facing a huge problem of disappearing wildlife.  In fact, from 1990 World Wildlife Federation’s annual 

report we learn that more than half of the world’s wildlife has vanished since 1970.  How many have noticed 

how scare birds are? 

The importance of insects in the ecosystem Birds depend upon the insect population to feed their young, not 

bird seed or berries. 96% of all terrestrial birds depend on insects for food, as well as many other small 

animals.  Overgrown and messy gardens are great places for insects to eat and for pollinators to overwinter.  

Don’t trim down your garden in the fall.  Insects live in empty stalks; swallowtails actually attach to garden 

refuse; and birds eat seeds from flower seed heads. 
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LAWNS provide very little habitat for wildlife.  Wildlife needs food, shelter, water- 

including trees shrubs and other plants, especially native varieties, shrubs with berries for food.  Winter berries 

provide food for winter birds.  

Autumn Tips 

 Leave leaves alone!  They break down providing raw materials, an insulating cover, soil building, 

moisture retention, provision of habitat for wildlife, save taxpayer $$$$ in reduced collection time. 

 Don’t cut down ornamental grasses but leave them stand for food and cover. 

 Build a brush pile with fallen branches for habitats for wildlife. 

 Leave snags on your property; leave small portions of trees, for wildlife (ash tree trunks, with no 

branches??)  Naturalists recommend 3 dead trees per acre to support wildlife. 

 FORGET THE CHEMICALS! Poisonings, residue in water and soil supply. 

 In spring wait until several 50 degree days to begin cleanup which allows pollinators to move on.   

One person’s mess is another person’s gift to wildlife.  Take the messy yard pledge! 

Highly recommended reading: Doug Tallamy’s Bringing Nature Home and The Living Landscape. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ARTS 

Lisa Feldman reported that the Scarecrow Contest is gearing up for Saturday, Oct 28th from 2 – 4 pm. She and 

Joanne met with Ted Forst, Recreation Director, and brought a tentative budget for just over $1,000.00 for the 

day’s event which also ties into the Township’s Trunk-or-Treat. The festivities will include the contest with cash 

prizes, food and beverages, pumpkin painting for kids, decorations and people making their own scarecrows to 

take home. This has grown into a successful annual event of about 300-350 people.   There are currently 23 

entries (started with 4!) and entry drop off is 3pm on Friday. 

BIKE COMMITTEE 

Garry Keel reported that the 2017 Bike Ride that preceded Community Fest was very successful and 45 people 

participated. This was the 3rd bike ride. There were 2 different lengths, either 8 miles or 18 miles. It was very 

well organized. Most of the participants completed at least one portion and the Ride was done by 10:00a.m. 

There will be a follow-up meeting to review.   The event was well received.  The Mayor did the send-off and 

$945 was raised for prostate cancer research, because funds raised for Community Fest supported it.  A 

presentation at city council to Cancer Society will occur when check comes through. 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
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Joanne Mullowney and Joe Mirabella reported that Part III of Joe’s presentation primer 

on environmental and ecological principles will be postponed until February.  

EMERALD ASH BORER GRANT 

Joanne Mullowney reported that the grant is winding down and we got an extension until April 30th to 

complete it.  We still need the Forrester’s report. He is still doing inventory of trees; many of the trees in the 

RAST report were not actually on public lands, so we may need to re-evaluate.  We also need to pay the 

contractor that installed the trees for the grant but there is a disagreement on the number of trees that 

survived.  He, the contractor, is obligated to replant any trees that did not make it next spring.   

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

Direct Install Program update  

Direct Install is BPU’s clean energy program which provides 70% of the costs of energy saving construction for 

small businesses.  Mark will help out and try to convince business owners to upgrade to save money and help 

the environment. (Gary gave examples of using this program to adapt his business with LED lighting, new heat 

wrapping, air conditioning- $12,000 project for $4000).  The process of applying can be lengthy (4-5 months 

between application submission to approval.  Garry heard about the program through the Green Team’s green 

business recognition program.  He found the funding program on website and tried it.   

The Energy Committee also plans on outreach to community to teach how to make your home more efficient- 

probably separate from green team meeting, with seniors as a good target audience. 

GARDEN TOUR & CONTEST 

Joanne reported that this was the 2nd year for our participation in the tour and the first year for the contest 

and seemed to be well received. There were 17 people who participated in the contest and 45 people who 

took the tour. Our partners included the Girl Scout Troop #70138 and the West Trenton Garden Club and we 

split the profits three ways. Our portion helps pay the cash prizes for the Scarecrow Contest. 

The Garden Contest has 5 different categories. Eirini’s Restaurant won for the business category. Each winner 

got a rain barrel and a gift card. Surveys sent out showed more people are interested in participating next year. 

COMMUNITY GARDENS 

There was an end of season clean up Saturday, September 30, the last of Community Gardens’ activities for the 

season.  Bonner students were on hand to lend assistance.  The student detail was split between the Johnson 

Trolley Trail (JTT) and the Gardens.  The students worked at the JTT from 9-1:00.  The Township supplied gloves 

and bags and the clean ups were very successful. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE 
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The Neighborhood Committee is continuing its work on a new Welcome Booklet.  The 

intent is to make it streamlined, but also to add more data in an online version.  The Committee meets every 

other Thursday evening at the ESCC.  All are welcome to attend.  Volunteers are taking on different areas of 

interest, i.e. arts, government, churches, organizations, all the different components that make up the town of 

Ewing. The idea is for everyone to be responsible for gathering necessary information for their individual 

section and then we get it put together. We may print a couple of copies, but basically it will be online for 

people to access. We will take into consideration people who are not comfortable on the computer such as 

senior citizens and have copies at library, municipal building and senior center. 

EWING SCHOOLS COMMITTEE 

Ewing High School Environmental Club built a scarecrow for the Scarecrow Contest and is currently trying to 

set priorities for the coming year.  Laurie Ruffenach is the new advisor this year. 

The upcoming referendum for Ewing Public Schools was also discussed.  There is a strong sustainability aspect 

to the Referendum.  The school district is trying to do as much as they can with the older infrastructure and to 

make it as sustainable as possible.  This is a priority in the refurbishing.  One question came up: is there a 

landscape architect that is reviewing this?  For such items as changes with tennis courts- drainage, type of 

asphalt, etc.  What about installing a rain garden? 

REPORTS FROM OTHER BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

The Environmental Commission members reported on the Johnson Trolley Trail cleanup and that the Township 

Planner requested a review of the landscaping ordinance and its enforcement.  This has to do with the Site 

Review Committee.  2 reps from Environmental Commission sit on the committee who are landscape 

architects.  They report that plans submitted for review very frequently do not adhere to the basic landscaping 

requirements in the ordinance and that the Environmental Commission landscape architects are doing a lot of 

their design work for them in their overviews of the projects. 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 

COMMUNITY FEST 

General comments from all who participated reported that it was well organized.  There was great help getting 

us to our table, very well done in the way it was set up. Some felt the layout was too disconnected and that we 

were not part of the mainstream.  But on the positive side, it was not too loud and we were able to talk with 

people who visited our booths without shouting. 

PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT 
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Towns are doing their own resolutions and John is looking into this. 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 

The Township bought new land on Scotch Road across from Sanctuary, with an entrance across from the end 

of the stone wall.  It was a former horse farm.  It will be added to Watson Park.  We are looking at running a 

day of service by Notre Dame High School Students in the spring. The Ewing Green Team has been advocating 

creation of an Open Space Plan and Bike Plan in cooperation with Township Planner Chuck Latini; it was the 

original intent of running the bike rides.  Our long range goal is to connect all our parks (bike trail, walking 

paths) in order to have safe passive recreational opportunities for Ewingites 

AIRPORT MEETING 

Residents are worried about airport expansion.  Their greatest concerns are noise and the effect on property 

values.  At the Freeholder Meeting it was explained that there is no planned expansion of the runway or 

increase in the number of gates, just the desire to make it more comfortable for passengers and to increase 

the availability of services to help their businesses.  They would also redo some runways which were built for 

smaller aircraft because there are safety issue with taxi ways and wing tip to wing tip.  At only 6 or 7 

commercial flights a day, noise isn’t too much of an issue. It was stated at the meeting that there would be no 

employment of eminent domain, but rather on voluntary sales.  There are many misconceptions about the 

airport, such as saying they are flying lower, etc., but that is not true as they very regulated.  Also, the 

commercial flights are not to blame for many complaints of the erratic flying, noise etc.  Extra hangers were 

approved. FAA is really in charge of the majority of changes, and there are few changes that can be made.  

CONCLUSION 
There will be no meeting in November, and our next meeting will be our holiday party on Wednesday, 

December 6th.  Mark moved to end meeting and John seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Malissa Arnold, Secretary 
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