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February 26, 2020 Minutes 
Location: Ewing Senior and Community Center 

Attendees 

Present 
Lisa Feldman 
John Hoegl 
Kylie King 
Joe Mirabella 
Donna Morgan 
Joanne Mullowney 
Caroline Steward 
Sarah Steward 
Mark Wetherbee 

Absent 
Malissa Arnold 
Evan Crumiller (excused) 
Heidi Furman (excused) 
Garry Keel 
 
 

Guests 
Pete Boughton 
Judy Boughton 
Lace Essl 
 

Introduction 

• The meeting was called to order at 7:05. 

• The January minutes were approved. 

Updates 
• Need committee reports for Annual Report. Lisa just sent write up for the Arts.  

• Need to come up with the content for the next couple of newsletters.  We need articles for upcoming 

events – March 14th Mercer County Sustainable Coalition’s Annual Green Fest;  the ‘Gardening is for 

the Birds’ presentation by Mary Anne Borge on the 23rd at the Library. The 3rd event coming up is the 

2020 Census that we want to help promote. 

• Tree ordinance should be on the Council’s March agenda. The issue holding this up has been the 

replacement cost of trees. Not sure if this has been resolved. Enforcement is a separate issue, but 

we recognize the priority is to just get an ordinance on the books.  We will move forward from there. 

• Board of Health meeting last night we, and several people in the audience, brought up the 

possibility of amending/creating an ordinance regarding backyard chickens.  Chickens are helpful in 

eating ticks in yard. Peoples’ concerns maybe noise factor if rooster is also there? 

• Our April 22nd meeting falls on Earth Day and to celebrate we’re going to have a presentation about 
bees. 

Trees 
• Saturday, April 25th will be Ewing’s Arbor Day celebration. It will be held at the Ewing Senior and 

Community Center.  The time TBD.  We will again ask each EGT and EEC member to donate $20 to 
help purchase the Serviceberry trees to be planted. Evan will collect the money and forward to Dan 
Burke who will purchase the trees and do the planting.  These will be planted by the ‘handicapped’ 
parking spots in front of the building. Evan will also get the plaques for the tree dedication. 
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Joanne also ordered 125 trees from the DEP for a tree give-away which the Township 
will pay for.  These will be ‘bare-root’ trees and there may be a problem since they are 

arriving a week before our event and cannot last more than a few days unplanted. Trees are: Willow 
Oak, Black Gum, Eastern Red Cedar, Cornelian Cherry, Viburnum dentatum. Various ideas were 
suggested on how to keep these viable until the event on the 25th. We will work on finding a way to 
plant them temporarily in pots of some kind to keep them viable.  
 
This is the first time we are doing something like this so we’re all learning.  It will be first come first 
served, but we’re excited that we can do this and want to encourage people to participate. We’ll do 
some sort of fun advertising like ‘give a tree a good home’.  
 
We also need to come up with handouts to give with each giveaway – how to plant, care, wildlife 
value…it would be fun if we could get people’s email addresses and follow the progress of all these 
trees being planted.  
 

• We have contacted Bill Brash, the forester, about giving a presentation about trees for gardeners as 
part of our gardening for wildlife series.  We’re hoping that the Twp. will pay his fee ($190); it looks 
like trees will be the subject of the May meeting – May 27th.  
 

Committee Reports 
Energy – Direct Install film update  
John reported that the Mercer County Sustainable Coalition is in the process of completing a series of videos 

featuring various companies in Mercer County who have successfully participated in the Direct Install Program 

and have saved on both the installation and lower energy costs.  Our own Garry Keel was a Ewing representative, 

as well as Ewing Green Business Surface Technology, Inc. and shared the positives from their experiences.  

 
The NJ Board of Public Utilities is very impressed with these videos and interested in using it as well to get more 

companies willing to even look into the program. The films were funded by a Sustainable Jersey $10K grant that 

the Coalition members shared so that each municipality could use it. We are hopeful that this will increase the 

number of businesses participating in DI. 

Green Fest  
John is also the Ewing Green Team’s representative for the planning of the annual countywide Green Fest and 

attends all the planning meetings.  This year the theme for the Green Fest is ‘water and water quality’. If you know 

anyone who may be interested in having a table at the event, they still have room. Non-profits are free; all other 

companies are $75.  

                
This year it’s scheduled for Saturday, March 14th at Rider University from 11-4:00. We need to determine who will 

be able to be there for the day. Donna, Mark and John have all said they would be there for the day and could be 

at the Ewing Green Team’s table.  Joanne will send a Sign-up Genius. 

 
It was suggested that we talk about our upcoming stream clean-up and recycling. Setting up the Trash Toss Game 

is easy and a good way to talk about recycling. We have the tri-fold brochure that we can give out on recycling. 

Joanne can do a bigger poster for the table to promote the stream clean-up. We will check to see if we have any 
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posters on recycling that can be put on display. Joanne has green tablecloths that she 

will lend for the tables. Check about easels for posters. 

Water - Stream Cleanup 
Donna Morgan has contacted The Watershed Institute and they are willing to work with us again.  Date will be 
April 18th.  Location selected is at the Rapids along the Delaware.  Joanne will coordinate with Department of Public 
Works to pick up bags of items collected.  

Recycling Discussion 
We want to continue with outreach and educational programs. We already have the tri-fold brochure for 
handouts. With the ongoing problems with recycling maybe schools would be more receptive to our group 
coming in to do programs. The trash toss game might be a good intro to schools. We all agree that Heidi is 
the EGT ‘Recycling Queen’ and excels at getting people to listen and receptive to learning the correct 
guidelines.  
 

• Ewing High Environmental Club  
Kylie asked for assistance in creating a program for the Environmental Club to take around to the 
grammar schools where they felt that they would have the best chance of making an impact.  Heidi 
would be the ideal person to work with them. 

 

• Mascot 
Create our own ‘Robbie the Robot’ mascot to teach kids about recycling.  We could make one out of 
recycling bucket and perhaps someone (maybe student) would be willing to wear the costume to engage 
the kids. This might be a good community outreach method to get people to engage. 

 

• Apartment Complexes 
o So far, the problem is that there are no practical ways to make sure residents are all putting in the 

right items into recycling.  People seem to not care what they put or where they put it.  Suggestion: 
attaching the 8.5 x11 MCIA dos and don’ts (needs to be laminated for weather protection) onto the 
recycling dumpster to help remind people of the correct rules.  

o What about doing some type of special outreach mailing targeted to these complexes?  Needed: a 
list of apartment complexes | Find out who is their hauler for recycling | Offer educational outreach  
 

• Businesses 
We also have a big problem with many businesses not recycling at all.  It’s the law, but there is little 
enforcement. What if we held some sort of contest to design a logo for Ewing’s recycling and waste? We 
really need our Recycling Committee to meet again to make some plans. (Recycling Committee members 
– Lisa, Heidi, Joanne, Evan, John? Was Mark on this?), send out to all members to see who wants to be 
in on discussion. With current situation more may want to help)  Several of our members went to a 
recycling event in Lambertville to see what they do and were impressed with their success. They have 
passed a ban on single use bags.  However, we do recognize our towns are very dissimilar. 
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Reusable Bags 
We need to focus on supermarkets and try to get signs posted outside by the carts to remind people to bring 
in their bags. Might be good to ask churches to post rules for recycling and ask ministers and officials to speak 
about this when possible and how important this is. 
 
It would also be a good idea to train cashiers everywhere to ask if customer needs a bag rather than 
automatically assuming they want one. 

 
Plastic bag ordinance as proposed by Town Council is for banning single use plastic bags. The Township has 
reached out to us asking for our input and partnership on this matter. This is certainly appreciated. We want 
to respond judiciously and not alienate everyone with a totally unrealistic bill.  
 
We would like to include ‘all the bags’ and add plastic straws. However, we do understand that some people 
do need to use straws so we want to word this carefully so that if people ask for a straw, they can still get 
one.  We will also be happy to partner with them in education and outreach about the ordinance. 
 
We know there is a bill in the NJ State Legislature, and we anticipate there will be some type of bill passed 
even if it isn’t the current one being discussed. But this should not prevent Ewing from passing its own bill in 
the meantime. An effective deterrent for people getting single-use plastic bag is posting a small fee on each 
bag. This usually tends to change people’s habits since they don’t like paying for the bag. There will be a 
special proviso for people on public assistance, so they won’t have to pay fee. 

Ewing Observer Article 
 
John has written an introductory column for the Green Team to be included in the Ewing Observer as a semi-
regular contribution from our group. He and Mark plan to meet with Bill Sanservino of the Observer to 
coordinate this. This will be a great opportunity for us to present various green issues that we’re working on 
since a lot of people don’t necessarily go to our website or even know about our group.  
 
A few members of our team had the opportunity to tour the company, Trenton Biogas, on Duck Island to see 
their process. They take organic materials (food waste) and convert it to natural gas by using ‘anaerobic 
digesters.’  They have been working on a small-scale taking materials from schools, universities, hospitals.  
They have the capacity to expand greatly to take food waste from a variety of sources, like municipalities. 
One of the big obstacles is the transportation of materials to their site; the logistics get complicated. 

 
Conclusion 
The March meeting will be in Room 208. 
   
Respectfully submitted. 

Lisa Feldman 
Secretary 
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