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MEETING MINUTES  

JANUARY 27, 2021 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Joanne Mullowney* 

Heidi Furman* 

Evan Crumiller*  

Mark Wetherbee* 

Lisa Feldman* 

Donna Morgan* 

Priya Vimalassery* 

Pete Boughton 

Lynn Robbins 

Cathy Wagner 

Jack Wolfarth 

Amanda Weigand, Americorps 

Watershed Ambassador 

Cassidy Burns, Ewing High 

School Teacher, -  new teacher 

liaison 

Brielle Jenkins 

Lauri Ruffennach, Ewing High 

School Teacher, Environmental 

Club liaison 

Kim Macellaro, Municipal Clerk 

 

The January 2021 Green Team meeting was called to order by Joanne Mullowney at 7:05 p.m.   Municipal Clerk, Kim 

Macellaro swore in returning members for their new 3-year terms: Heidi, Evan, and Mark  New member Priya and 

Ewing High Student Ambassador Jack Wolfarth were also sworn in.   

The minutes for the October meeting and the January retreat were approved. 

OFFICER ELECTIONS 

Joanne Mullowney was reelected Chair, Evan was reelected Vice Chair,  Lisa was reelected Secretary.  Additionally, 

our Sustainable Jersey recertification will be coming due next year, and we need to start preparing for this.  Joanne 

states that cannot take the lead on this next certification effort but would be happy to offer advice and assist. SJ’s 

requirements have gotten much tougher and we need to review actions to realistically assess whether we just go 

for Bronze level rather than the much more difficult Silver certification. Bronze requires 150 action points vs Silver’s 

350 points. 

We need someone willing to take the leadership role in the certification process.  Donna said she would take this on 

if other people would also commit to helping her.  Heidi, Priya and Lisa all said they would commit to helping Donna. 

It was suggested that we start to look at the action items to see what we can reasonably expect the Township to 

support.  Joanne has a spreadsheet with all our past actions and data of our certifications and will share with 

everyone. 

GUESTS 

Lauri Ruffennach, the Ewing High School teacher who has been guiding the Environmental Club, is retiring shortly. 

She wanted to make sure we were set before she left. Lauri introduced Cassidy Burns, a teacher in Ewing High School; 

she will be taking over as the teacher working with the Environmental Club. Lauri recommended Jack who has been 

active in the Environmental Club, helped with the Scarecrow activities and shown the dedication and interest in 

working on environmental issues. 
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Another student, a freshman from Ewing High School, Brielle Jenkins, is attending tonight 

to learn more about our group and what we do. 

Amanda Wiegand, the Americorps Water Ambassador, has offered to do a project with us this year. She represents 

Area #11-Central Delaware River. She made numerous suggestions for projects that she might be able to partner 

with us, including presentations at schools or libraries on anything relating to water. Another possible partnership 

project could be a rain barrel workshop, rain garden installation or stream clean-up. They also offer Environmental 

Stewardship Training – assessments to see how healthy streams are. This can accommodate 15-20 people.  To do a 

table-top workshop like rain barrel training is more challenging these days with Community Center being closed. 

Keep in mind that Amanda’s term ends July 9th. 

She suggested a virtual one-hour presentation why rain barrels are important; demonstrate how to build one; and 

arrange to have some available with holes already drilled and prepped. 

Can Ewing High School be involved? We could try to include with students. We’ll discuss at next Green Team meeting.  

Heads-up  - thinking about any efforts working at schools. We must think about situation and maintenance whether 

students and faculty will even be physically at the school before we pursue any ideas. 

Additionally, to do another labor and maintenance intensive project such as a rain garden – we all agree that we 

need to be better prepared for the maintenance once it’s established.  Members of the team that created the initial 

rain gardens did not plan for long term care of the site.  It’s an important part of the planning to anticipate how it 

will be taken care of by the Township; we need to take this into consideration before we move forward with any 

plans. 

NEW PROCEDURE 
At the end of each meeting Evan will review and remind everyone what they have committed to do for the next 

meeting. This will help confirm that we all know what is expected. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ARTS  

We must consider funds moving forward and some of our decisions of what we can realistically do. It seems one of 

our only avenues open during the pandemic is through the arts and Community Building. We do plan on having the 

3rd Annual Scarecrow Scavenger Hunt; it seemed to be very well-received and helped raise community spirits. 

Thankfully we did receive generous donations from GT members and other involved people, so we were able to do 

some great cash prizes – people’s choice for both residents and businesses and raffle cash winners.  

We also need to consider the need for advertising for any of our events in the Ewing Observer and understand the 

Township is facing tough financial times. This won’t necessarily stop us from moving forward with our plans (but we 

do have to plan accordingly). 

We’ll be looking to coordinate with the Arts Commission to do a holiday decorations tour of Ewing to boost 

community spirits.  We’ll create a map of all the participants and people can drive around town looking at all the 

festive decorations.   
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CLEAN-UPS/LITTER 
We all agree that the Township would definitely benefit from a number of cleanups this year.  Ideas: 

• We would like to do a bigger, or multiple, community clean up this year, maybe the Mayor can sponsor a 

clean-up day?  We would also like to do more events; maybe we could try to have an event each quarter? 

• The stream clean-up that we are doing in coordination with the Watershed has been confirmed for April 

24th, from 9-11. Donna is our organizer and as of yet, she has not selected a location.  

• It would be good to pick a neighborhood for a concerted effort since we all agree we see litter just about 

everywhere.  

• If we are out going for a walk; it would be helpful to take a bag and pick-up litter as we go along, take 

pictures, and then post on Facebook. Maybe this would help give residents the idea that they could do this 

as well Just one or two people can’t do it alone; it will take a lot of people to tackle this on-going blight. 

• Heidi mentioned that she was going to take some bags and go to the corner of Olden and Pennington 

Avenues and behind the gas station there is a stream where she has seen a lot of trash that needs to be 

picked up. Anyone is welcome to join her. 

• Tee Shirts to Advertise our Clean Ups?  What about getting a t-shirt with a design by the Arts Commission 

about litter clean-up? Not sure we have the funds to do this now. We did have shirts done years ago by the 

Township but unfortunately none of those are left for new people. It would be nice to have matching shirts 

for everyone but now might not be the best time to think about something like this. 

• Ask Jennifer Keyes-Maloney if the Mayor would support a town-wide clean-up day? We could coordinate a 

meet-up and divvy up assignments. Or maybe if national day of service; we could have Town Council 

sponsor town-wide effort. 

• Storm Drain Cleaning – combine stream and park clean-up; fall clean-up; summer clean ups also possible. 

• Businesses could offer incentives which would also be good promotions for their business. For example, 

Amanda works at Rita’s in Ewing and she could try to arrange coordinating a clean-up with the1st day of 

Spring and after cleanup; we could meet up for treats at Rita’s after the work.  

Donna as coordinator of stream clean-up will scout out different areas that might need our help. Jenn K. will reach 

out to Jim M. to see what park could benefit most from our help.  It was suggested that we hold our first clean up 

on March 20th, the first day of spring.  If we had a clean-up, we could coordinate for Township’s Public Works to 

follow-up that Monday to pick-up all the bags of litter that we collected. 

Amanda willing to do a flyer for us for litter clean-up. This would help get the word out. We could post on various 

social media, our website, the Township’s, etc. to spread the word for people to help. 

BIKE RIDE  
Gary will talk to Jim M. to see if the Township could afford $1,000 to help for the costs of the bike ride. We can do 

the bike ride without CommFest; but we need to know if the Township will support the basic cost before moving 

forward with planning.  We also need to consider the cost of the advertising in the Observer. 

ENERGY 

Mark will take the lead on this committee now that John Hoegl has moved. It is understood that there is an online 

training program that people on this committee must take. It’s about the Direct Install program. The Mercer County 

Sustainability Coalition had put a lot of effort into this program. The various towns had gotten a grant together; 
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created videos, and then had to put  on their intended promotion of the program on hold 

when the pandemic started. 

 

Joanne will attend the Coalition meeting this Friday and will find out where this all stands. She will get the 

information on the training and will let Mark know the details. After Mark completes the training, he will reach out 

to Sandra Torres, the person from the state who works with the various businesses as they go through the program.  

Mark also is looking to develop new partnerships. He will contact the new operations manager at TCNJ to find the 

person in charge of all parking garages who changed lighting to led lighting?  Also, on Energy committee are Evan 

and Gary.  Energy is a big SJ action item for certification. 

GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE 
Joanne is in touch with professors (English Literature and Sociology) at TCNJ to work on a joint effort to promote the 

action.  Ewing is working on getting certified by National Wildlife Federation.  We still need to finish planting at 

Community and Senior Center. 

GREEN BUSINESS RECOGNITION 
This is a priority action for SJ. Evan has a couple of possibilities. 

GREEN FEST 
Joanne will get updated on where the plans are for this event. John Hoegl had been our rep for this event the past 

couple of years. This year it’s going to be a virtual event.  

RECYCLING 
Joanne emailed Steve Rinaldi at NJ DEP.  He has no new graphics for recycling yet. Regarding the single use plastic 

ban: people will not get straws unless they ask; they were included in the single use ban bill.  

Last time in the SJ Recycling Education action we could not qualify for any points because Ewing Township does not 

support any action in any substantial ordinance. 

GREEN AMENDMENT 
Priya has taken the training offered by the Delaware Riverkeeper to promote the same. She can advocate for this 

and what it means.  We have suggested that Council pass a resolution in support of the Green Amendment to 

promote it to our residents.  It didn’t make it at the end of last year, but Jenn is pushing it forward for the February 

meeting.  She has been working with Priya on this. 

STORM WATER ORDINANCE UPDATES 

As was required by the DEP, all municipalities need to update their stormwater ordinances to meet the latest 

requirements.  Ewing concluded this task in the late summer/early fall.  This will impact how people pile leaves at 

curb for pick-up each fall, not a good environmental practice because it can block the storm drains.   The Township 

wants to eliminate loose leaf pickup at the curb but wants to require all leaves be placed in bags.  This will require  

an educational program to help residents better understand and accept that this is better in the long run. If we can 

start an outreach program about the positive benefits of just leaving leaves on properties, mulching them, and 
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helping them see the logic; we can hopefully change their bad habits and save the 

Township money. This will be a challenge since people feel strongly about their yard clean-ups. 

 

WILDFLOWER MEADOWS 
Evan and Joe would like to see if we could establish more meadows in Ewing. However, we still need to finish the 

first 2 that were started by Mercer County – one was at Senior and Community Center and the other was at Village 

on the Green. 

CONCLUSION 

At the end of the meeting as a helpful wrap-up Evan will review the various things members have committed to work 

on before the next meeting; Donna spring and water clean-ups; Priya will work with Jennifer Keyes-Maloney on the 

Green Amendment. 

We’ll have to review what’s expected of recycling education for SJ in order to get started on our outreach attempts.   

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Feldman 
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