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EWING GREEN TEAM  

Promoting People, the Planet, and Prosperity in Ewing  

  

EGT Meeting Agenda  
December 1, 2021  

Attendees 

Lisa Feldman 

Heidi Furman 

Jennifer Keyes-Maloney 

Donna Morgan 

Joanne Mullowney 

Priya Vimalassery 

Mark Wetherbee 

Sonya Travis (guest) 

Opening  

The meeting was called to order by Joanne Mullowney at 7:02 pm.  She reminded the group that we will 

be having our annual retreat on Saturday, January 8th at the Ewing Senior Community Center, 9:00-

12:00, in the Community Room. The size of the room will be conducive to social distancing.  

We need to decide the official meeting time for the coming year. After a discussion and vote, it was 

decided to keep the time at 7:00 PM. The Community Room is booked for 2022. We will see how the 

pandemic situation goes, if necessary, we can revert to zoom. The new Omicron variant is highly 

contagious so we will see if numbers warrant going virtual. 

Time again to Look for new members. We have four (4) membership slots open. Joanne had reached out 

to Jonathan who had been attending our meetings, but he did not respond back. Joanne will also reach 

out to Sonia Travis; she’s been coming to our meetings regularly.  

Jennifer Keyes-Maloney might have a good candidate. A gentleman who attended a Council Meeting 

had served on the Environmental Commission in Freehold. Donna and Priya have both agreed to re-up 

their memberships. Joanne is going to speak to Lynn to see if she would be interested in officially joining 

the GT. Malissa Arnold has not been attending our meetings and her membership slot will be an 

opportunity to get someone who is more interested in what we do. 

SJ Recertification 
Donna held the last meeting on November 10th. It was decided not to have a meeting in December. We 

will have a meeting in January. Jennifer KM needs to review the Tree Ordinance which was passed this 

year to make sure it meets SJ’s criteria for credit. It might need to be ‘tweaked’. She will also review the 

Solar requirements since we did not qualify for points the last SJ certification.  

We should be able to get the 5 points for Green Building. 

The Arts - Lisa missed the last meetings but does have a good understanding of what is required for us 

to get credit for ‘the Arts’.  

Natural Resources - Evan has agreed to oversee the Annual Report for the Environmental Commission 

to make sure we get credit.  

• Site Review – to get credit for SJ they require more open communications with back-and-

forth dialog. This might not be possible with Ewing’s Site Review process. 

Emergency Preparedness - Joanne met with the Fire Chiefs -ready-set-go Fire Company.  If all 3 fire 

companies, do it, we will get 5 points for each company. 
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Health issues – Joanne will speak to Stephanie in Ewing’s Health Department. There are a lot of health 

actions – need to review to see what we can qualify for. There are a lot of different actions that we 

could try.  Caroline will be responsible for the Health actions. 

Committee Reports 
Bike Ride - Garry another very successful year. The charity that we donated to was Anchor House. They 

were great to work with – lots of volunteers were there for the ride and helped support the event. 

Recycling – committee has been meeting to work on upcoming bans on plastic bags/straws and their 

ordinances. Committee has worked on several initiatives and been posting on Facebook.  Jennifer will 

arrange for printing 5x7 postcards for restaurants. This will explain the plastic straw ban and why it is so 

important i.e., all the harm it has been doing to our waterways and marine life. By 2050 99% of animals 

could be affected by plastic waste. 

Once the postcards are ready, we will be figuring out who will be going around to the various 

restaurants to ask them to post our informational cards. The committee will also work on scripts for 

people to use as they go to the various Ewing restaurants. This will include convenience stores like 

Wawa and 7-11 because people get drinks as well as fast food and the waste from these places is often 

substantial. 

Plastics Committee next meeting will be on December 6th at 6:00 pm. This will be Phase II of how to 

address upcoming bans on plastic bags and straws. It will be important for restaurant staff to be 

educated and trained and they in-turn will] educate the public. 

Storm water management- SJ Adopt-a-Drain program – The idea is that residents adopt specific drains 

and then are responsible for making sure they are kept clear of debris so that the drain works properly. 

The first thing is the need to map all the storm drains in Ewing by using Google Earth.  There are 

approximately 1900 drains in Ewing, and each will have their location confirmed by including GPS 

coordinates.  Several Green Team members volunteered to be responsible for mapping all the drains 

throughout Ewing. Making sure these drains are clear of debris is much better for safety for people 

walking, biking, or driving, prevents storm drains from clogging. Lisa and Heidi volunteered but might 

need some technical help with Google Earth. Donna has already completed her assigned drains. 

Volunteers look for the excel document (the assigned list) emailed from Joanne. Download each GPS 

coordinate. People will be able to go online and select specific drains close to their locations. 

Gardening for wildlife – TCNJ voted to apply to the National Wildlife Foundation to certify their gardens. 

For each school garden that is certified It’s worth 3 points. TCNJ has a couple of pollinator gardens. 

Joanne sent them what they have to do in order to qualify. Maybe GT members can help work with 

them to take on more sustainable practices on campus. 

Trails - Lynn has been working with TCNJ on their trails. This is a new area of cooperation with TCNJ. 

Leave the Leaves – A public program by GT members at Hollowbrook on Nov. 6th, ‘Leaf the Leaves’, 

helping address the new ordinance about disposal of leaves. The GT had an advertised program in the 

morning and one in the afternoon to help explain the new way of disposing of leaves. Joe M. and Mark 

brought their lawn mowers to do demonstrations of how to cut up the leaves to make mulch. Sadly, no 

one attended either session.  

The new leaves ordinance seems to have been very effective in Ewing. Other towns don’t seem to be 

doing much in storm drain management. It’s up to each town. 
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Clean Communities - Priya has organized community clean-ups in her neighborhood. She covered River 

Road, from Lower to Upper Ferry. She has been successful and set a good example to follow.  We posted 

on Facebook to show what small community efforts can accomplish. Hopefully, this is a great model for 

other neighborhoods to follow. Her efforts have been viewed by 3,000 people on Facebook. 

Priya had done a proposal on doing a clean-up in her community and brought it to her neighborhood 

HOA. It was well-received. Caroline has addresses for different neighborhoods’ community associations, 

maybe we could have her use Priya’s example of a proposal for a neighborhood clean-up and send to all 

the neighborhood groups.  We might also contact the Ewing Observer with a write-up about 

neighborhood clean-ups and use Priya’s proposal as the basis for others to follow.  Anyone who would 

like to post something like this on Facebook is welcome to copy. 

The Arts – Lisa. The Arts Commission posted an interview with Mel Antler, the Chair of the Commission, 

with a local artist, Jim Hendrix with a tour of his studio. The group has been focusing on featuring some 

of our local artists. Before the pandemic different local artists were featured with their work being on 

display in the Municipal Building. If they wanted, we would help host receptions to help encourage 

visitors. We’ve put this on hold while the Municipal Building has been closed to the public.  

We will check with the mayor to see if we can restart these events. We might not be able to have the 

opening receptions with food and drinks being offered but could still display the art. 

One idea that we are working on is to try to do a mosaic mural made of saved plastic bottle caps. We’re 

not sure of location or details but think this would be a good project for our two groups to collaborate 

on. We need to see if the new cannabis facility decided on an artist to do artwork on their façade. We 

started a public arts project with bottlecaps at the ESCC a couple of years ago. It still needs a lot of work. 

We need to restart work on this and get it displayed (mural on 3 panel doors) We have been collecting 

hundreds of different color caps; they are currently being kept in Lisa Feldman’s basement. 

One of the winners of the Scarecrow people’s choice award was the Schibel Family. Mr. Schibel is doing 

some artwork with bottlecaps and has reached out to the Arts Commission for help. We’re also going to 

start focusing on the Directory of local Ewing artists that was started along with our Welcome to Ewing 

book. We know we have a lot of artists that could benefit from signing up. We will try to find ways to get 

the word out to our local talent. 

Energy – Mark and Garry – Mark spoke to a new contact at Resources Innovation Businesses Energy 

Upgrades.  He will get back to us.   

Electric vehicles – Joanne, Evan and Jennifer KM met with the Administration regarding Ewing’s fleet 

vehicles switching to electric. We need to share educational information to help encourage Ewing to 

replace current gas-powered vehicles with Electric Vehicles. Also need to understand charging stations 

and what are needed to support electric vehicles. Looking for funding to go electric. 

Evan was very knowledgeable and shared about a Co-op available to help purchase EV’s. Price point 

comparable to gas powered vehicles. Public safety should be the most important factor. 

It was suggested that as vehicles need to be replaced, we look at hybrids and EVs. Each EV vehicle we 

buy we get SJ points. Ewing does have hybrid vehicles and we might get credit. 

Green Amendment – Priya.  We will need to put this on hold and wait for new Council President. The 

Green Amendment is getting a NJ state amendment passed that supports the right of all NJ citizens to 

clean air, clean water, and clean environment for every person. 
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Conclusion 
Joanne issued a charge asking everyone to think of a good New Year resolution that we can post on our 

website to give examples of real things that each person can do to help fight climate change. We’ve 

done this in the past, and these were very well-received. 

Reminder that our annual retreat will be Saturday, January 8th and if all is well, we will meet in person at 

the ESCC, 9-12:00.   Otherwise, we will meet via Zoom. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:43 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Feldman 
 

 


